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The Brhad-Dharma Purana is consists of first, middle and last khanda and “the
Great Purana of the Duties”, which appears as the eighteenth in a list of the
Upapuranas, only devotes the beginning of its section, and its last section to
Dharma, with the glorification of which it begins. The greater portion of the first
section is in the form of a conversation between the Devi and her two friends Jaya
and Vijaya, which gives it a Tantric stamp. In the opening chapters the duties
towards one’s percents especially the mother and the Gurus in general are
inculcated in great detail. The last section deals with the duties of casts and Asrams,
the duties of women, the adoration of various gods, the festivals of the year, the
worship of the sun, the moon and the planets, with the Yugas, the origin of evil and
wickedness in the world (I11, 12) and with the inter-mixture of castes (111, 13-14) (*
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Manu and other authors who had codified the religious laws had permitted
the acceptance of wives from the lower Varnas. However, in the kaliyuga
the Brahmans were not to be permitted to aceept wives from the lower
Varnas. These new rules which restricted the acceptance of food and wives
from other jatis were to be strictly followed by the residents of
Dharmaranya.*
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If a Brahman committed a murder, then he was to perform the requisite act
of penance in accordance with the procedures laid down in the
Dharmashastras. If a Brahman, a woman, a child or a cow had been killed,
then a Vrata for the duration of twelve years would have to be performed.
Drinking liquor was to be regarded as sinful as killing and accordingly
punished.>
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At present there are no restrictions on accepting or exchanging water and
food with neighbouring communities. They can visit the same religious
places, share sources of water, and also take part in festivals along with
other communities. Cultivator-labour relationships, commercial links with
other communities, and also modern intercommunity linkages, are forged
and perpetuated.”
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It is difficult to determine the nature of social stratification among the Bengali
Muslims during the nineteenth century. The traditional ‘fanciful’ fourfold
classification of the Muslim society in imitation of the four main Hindu caste
divisions does not describe the character of the Muslim social structure. ...In
Bengal, on conversion to Islam from the Hindu social order most of the
converts assumed the title Sheikh, and others (who migrated to Bengal from
outside or were converted earlier) according to convenience and their
economic and social status, began to claim to be Syeds, Mughals or Pathans.
...It seems that if we classify the Bengali Muslims of the nineteenth century
into : (i) Ashraf or Sharif, and (2) Atraf or Ajlaf we would possibly get a better
pictuer of the nature of social stratification among them. Generally speaking,
the Ashraf or the landed gentry claimed noble ancestry, while the A#raf, or the
toiling masses and peasant proprietors could not lay any such claim to noble
ancestry.”

(P! @A TSGR Srard FCACRA P A& SRR Zqa ool
SPTRR R =R | 9 ePiH (w. . ifEN-an wiewe Srad Al A |
fof¥ f14t=a- “The Mohomedans of India fancifully divided themselves into
four classes, after the manner of the Hindus, viz, Syeds, Shekhs, Moghuls, and
Puthans.”* SZFeRIN G-8 S FIfeTva AMIEE SRS fTqma vodd

B PR A8 I FCACRA | ©IF WS-

In fact, to such an extent does the Hindu idea of a fourfold social division prevail,
that is : Brahman, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Sudra, that in some parts of the country
converts to Islam consider that they are bound to enrol themselves as either Sayyid,
Shaykh, Mughal, or Pathan.”®
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A khandan is he who is long associated with ownership and control of land
and has at least some education and who can be distinguished from the
girhastas and kamlas by a particular style of life.*
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The caste system in the modern age has undergone several changes. These
changes are to be seen in the form of new trends. The trends that are visible
in the caste system are of the following types —

Decline of caste supremacy;

Equality among all castes;

Relaxation in restrictions on food and drink;

Weakening of the restrictions relating to marriages;

Changes in the occupational pattern;

Improvement in the position of lower castes.’
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Thus in recent years caste-system has changed its patterns. Restrictions
that went with the caste sometimes ago are getting relaxed. In spite of'it, it
cannot be said that the caste system has come to an end. It will undergo
further change in future. It will disintegrate only when the democratic
values get deep rooted and the country makes good deal of economic
progress and industrial advancement then new economic and political
structure will emerge and it will change the pattern of the caste system.*




340 e @t s e “fas

wifoadf GagE Arefes exerel ¢ s fo-egfe e sl ciea
IR AN S ST B (LTS AT SA¥=12 029743 Sraid T4l AACE,
GIfsACa e Rell FH7F A SwF CHFraz Sg2ifFs | T4 e ey
@ T 2o, AR (o SN e TR 2o WCe! o (<
COPIR ST SIS TR | SIBSSNRIAS SISt S L0 2SR 1 | I Tem
wifsard [ife-ArEas Ay F90e 517 91 1 (@06 PR & f-qeefq & et
T fifoq (o a=gel ez |

@ | wifeqrd A ¥y eRETed SRFe | @ (@A IS AN
TIEE e ORI (AUTe oN3, ORI @ FReTdl X BOUR |
iAo FETE @ SO LR Tl WS (T FIANS T |
AR 453 T -AFAS (1 Rperes srwaee v (edd W4y s sared
3 7B T IS T FOACR |

TG A0S (FNE ~RRSEa QS | AP q4q IS (oP T
“AfToT I TSH (IR oo T Trave | Rzw owr@e ifRwor Fiferst
areIR | 94 o7 Fuefa ARN-2F0EE W A R [{w 2wz | @ e
SIS o =R | (T AN 0T 05 7Y W0 (=0 41 (N R paieve
A IR AL

R, 2 A Q-4 (@A ANGE TIN ABEAIE G e Qe I
(TR | 9 R-FIfers-([{m @F SPTE 0T 9F OF &= R AE | FHF
AT 9 P (0 Sl o o] IR | RS AR ATER 57 TPIE-
67 Trevers wefivera T (e, JaR e I6-9E K Iw f2a-
fom =03 otz |

O3] HAfFqe qhr, ©F I fF o1 AE- I 597 IR QAT @32 1,
TRl T S8 T | AL4Ne & QTN N [ Sghest -GG o *
(T B0 | (@Y SIS NG FA5eT01d FA I, (AT (9 ST Fle1e
@1 e (e REE e =@ Sk (aed e | e et S
ATt W STer Yfere | @vere fo. @, qEAT-99 @6 gfe-smEs
G SR @ SR TN BAcS w1 | T2 foirdres-

Men might rebel ; but in the end they usually make their peace. There is no
room in India for outsiders. The Arya Samaj, the Aryan Association, a
reformist group opposed to traditional ideas of caste, and active in north
India earlier in the century, failed for a simple reason. It couldn’t meet the
marriage needs of its members ; India called them back to the castes and
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rules they had abjured. And five years ago in Delhi I heard this story. A
foreign businessman saw that his untouchable servant was intelligent, and
decided to give the young man an education. He did so, and before he left
the country he placed the man in a better job. Some years later the
businessman returned to India. He found that his untouchable was a latrine-
cleaner again. He had been boycotted by his clan for breaking away from
them; he was barred from the evening smoking group. There was no other
group he could join, no woman he could marry. His solitariness was
insupportable, and he had returned to his duty, his dharma; he had learned
to obey.™
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A. K. Nazmul Karim, The Dynamics of Bangladesh Society, (New Delhi, Vikas
Publishing House Pvt. Ltd., 1980), pp. 47-69
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